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“Dittos, Rush” 


From across the fruited plain 





I'm a 21-year-old college student and I witness 
the effects of liberalism every day. Thank God 
youre there to support conservatism! Just when I 
begin to think char there's no hope for society, 
you come through and pick me up with your 
intelligent, witty, fact-based (for all those Dem- 
ocrats who I know read The Letter) information. 
Thanks for standing up and saying the right 
things. Please, don't ever stop. 

— AMY MCDANIEL, INDEPENDENCE, MO 
Dont worry, Amy — Im going to keep on doing this 


until everyone in America agrees with me. 


Just read your conversation with John Engler in 
the April issue of The Limbaugh Letter and 
enjoyed every word. It's wonderful to see proof 
that conservative ideas work — thar it is indeed 
possible to cut taxes, eliminate the deficit and bal- 
ance the budget without grinding the economy to 
a halt. And the obvious — it's better for everyone 
when able-bodied Americans go to work. | appre- 
ciate your publication because we never hear these 
success stories in the mainstream media. 

— AMY LITER, LAFAYETTE, IN 
Which is why they are the Old Media. Welcome, 
Amy, to the New. 


I love your show, I’ve read both of your books, 
and am thrilled each month when I receive my 
Limbaugh Letter. My husband comes from a 
family of Democrats, but through your influence 
has become enlightened. Thank you for validat- 
ing my beliefs and reviving patriotism in Amer- 
ica. This country depends on you to ger the truth 
out. I don't know how we could fight back 
against the lies of the liberal press if you were not 
out there keeping the facts straight. 

— BONNIE BowMan, BUTTE, MT 
Fortunately Im up to the job. 


| 
| 





I attend Creighton University in Omaha, 
a Jesuit school. In a Moral and Ethics 
class, students recently debated affirmative 
action. They presented the issue as true 
liberals, stating chat affirmative action is a 
good thing. Luckily, I had just finished your 
April newsletter on affirmative action. | 
also recalled your advice to stand up for 
what we believe in. I questioned their 
view — in doing so was called an “idiot.” 
Tears filled my eyes, until I remembered that 
you said liberalism is based on emotions 
and feelings rather than facts and evidence. | 
had to smile to myself and not let them get 
to me. Thanks. You've taught me many 
valuable lessons in life, 
— MoLLY BRYICA, OMAHA, NE 
Hang in there, Molly — remember, evidence refutes 
liberalism every time its tried. 


As a white conservative Republican married 
to a black liberal Democrat, I have to thank 
you from the bottom of my heart for 
your January interview with Burgess Owens 
and your April article: “Affirmative Action: 
End It,” As usual, The Limbaugh Letter has 
provided me with the true statistics and 
information to intelligently debate these 
hot issues, Both articles have helped me 
to better articulate my beliefs and arguments, 
| am actually beginning to make some 
headway against the years of brainwashing by 
liberal America, Recently Bill Clinton visited 
the Sacramento area to gain support for 
his "96 White House bid, as well as to plant 
seeds of dissention regarding the California 
Civil Rights Initiative. Thanks to your article, 
I was able to point out the discrepancies 
(or outright lies) in Clinton’s speech to 
my husband. With time, you and | may 
have another convert to the world of conser- 
vative reality. 

— CAROLYN Cook, Citrus HEIGHTS, CA 
With you as a carrier, I have no doubt that 
your entire household will soon test positive for EIB, 
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she went on. “We sent 
kids from the neighborhoods I grew 
up in, and we exempted the children 
of the wealthy and of the privileged 
and it tore this country apart and 
we must never do that again.” 

The Secretary's office issued a quick 
“clarification” of her remarks, explaining 
that she meant to say America sent 
not “the best and the brightesrs (posses- 
sive) sons’ to fight in Vietnam. 

Oh. 

My friends, there is no better demon- 
stration of the liberal view of the 
country than this. Ordinary American 
kids who fought and bled and died 
in Southeast Asia — or their 
parents — were too stupid to know 
any better. These were not the cream 
of the crop. These were not the 
talented ones, the ones with great 


promise, the future national leaders, the coming movers 
and shakers. These were mere working class, the patsies, 


the chumps, the losers. 


When citizens angrily took issue with her remarks, Veterans 


e sent not the best and the brightest sons 

to Vietnam.” This was the declaration on | 
CNN's “Capital Gang” by Health and Human | 
Services Secretary Donna Shalala. “We sent | 
young men from small towns and rural areas,” | 


RUN YOUR FINGERS OVER THE NAMES 
CARVED IN THE WALL'S BLACK STONE. 
YOU WILL FEEL NO DOLLAR SIGNS. YOU 

WILL READ NO STATEMENTS OF NEI 
WORTH, NO BANK ACCOUNT BALANCES, 

ALL YOU WILL SBB ARE AMERICANS, 

THE BEST AND THE BRIGHTEST ALL. 


ee 


Affairs Secretary Jesse Brown sent a letter of support to Secretary | 
Shalala: “I understand what you were saying, he wrote, “It is | 
mainly the poorer kids of this country who have traditionally | 


fought our wars.” 


Here you have liberal dogma, America is unfair, inequitable, | 
racist, unjust. America doesn’t work. And so those on the left | 
seize upon any proof they can concoct to validate this article | 
of faith ... in order to shatter the “myth” of the American 


i 


dream. Thus they love to promulgate examples of what they 
consider a corrupt system, to demonstrate that the country is, 
at its root and at its core, venal and cruel. | | 

“See?” they say, with glee and delight. “You who so naively 
call this the land of opportunity, look at the rea/ America: 
teeming with homelessness; poverty; 
miscarriages of justice; mistreatment; 
pollution; struggle; pain; despair. This 
is the America you say is great and 
good? Would a great and good country 
send the poorest citizens to fight a 
rich man's war?” Ir is always wielded 
as an indictment. I 

Bur che charge is completely false. 
According to a scholarly investigation 
by MIT professor Arnold Barnett 
and Capt. Timothy Stanley of the 
Department of Social Sciences at 
West Point, the facts contradict the 
conventional class-war wisdom of 
the left chat the Vietnam war was 
primarily fought by America’s poor, 
its minorities, its uneducated, its 
underprivileged. 

Barnett and Stanley researched 
the family incomes of the 58,000 
American war dead in Vietnam, and what they found 
was astounding. The researchers calculared a “disparity 
score,” with “0” being no link between economic status 
and casualty races, and “1” being a high concentration 
of war dead at the poor end of the spectrum. Their 
statistical results: The national “disparity score” for Vietnam 
was 0.06. That's right: six one-hundredths of the richest 
soldiers had a lower mortality in the war than poor Gls. 
In other words, there was virtually no correlation berween wealth 
and death in Vietnam. 





This is important, friends. As the authors of the study explain. 
“It untrue, the belief that affluent citizens were conspicuously 
missing from the Vietnam war dead is harmful to all Americans. 
It demeans the sacrifices of the wealthy by implying chat such sac- 
rifices were nonexistent. It demeans the sacrifices of the non- 
wealthy by suggesting thar, manipulated and misled, they shed 
their blood in a conflict in which the privileged and influencial 
were unwilling to shed theirs.” 


That ts precisely the belief that Shalala is peddling 


ut run your fingers over the names carved in The Wall's 
black stone. You will feel no dollar signs etched in the 
Vietnam War Memorial. You will read no statements of net 
worth, no bank account balances, no family income 
records. All you will see and feel are the names of 
Americans, the best and the brightest all. 

According to Barnett 
and Stanley, per capira 
death rates actually 
exceeded the national 
average in three out of 
four “upscale” communi- 
ties, And these death 
rates stayed steady 
throughout the course of 
the war, contradicting (MM 
the assumption thar BZ | - 
“wealthy citizens a WILL INFILTRATE YOUR SEEDY 
rapidly withdrew from — @ GATHERINGS! WE WILL MONITOR 
participating in the con- YOUR MESSAGES! WE WILL OPEN 
flict once they ceased UR FI : 
supporting it. Date-of- 
casualty data indicate 
that deaths of servicemen 
from the richest 10 per- 
cent of the nation’s com- 
munities had essentially 
the same distribution 
over time as the deaths of other servicemen.” 

Simply put, the rich shed as much blood in Viernam as 
the poor. 

The left rejects and detests the notion that we are one America. 
They spend all their energy dividing us — by race, ethnicity, 
age, gender, income, class; this is the entire source of their 
power. They see us as helpless and ignorant, requiring their 
guidance in order to solve our problems, maintain a civil and 
just society, behave fairly, Left to our own devices, they believe, 
without the management and control of a central, bureaucratic 
force, we would revert to following base instincts of greed, 
selfishness, and group hatreds. 

The fact is, though these are people who are supposed 
to know more than we do, liberals completely misunderstand 
the country. 

In the wake of the horrendous Oklahoma City bombing, 
President Clinton has consistently described the America he sees. 
He talks about “loud and angry voices.” He speaks about those 
who try to keep people “as paranoid as possible and all torn up 
and upset with each other.” He describes Americans who “spread 
hate” and incite violence “by their very words.” The America he, 
and other liberals see is a country racked by malevolent “dark 
forces.” Extremists. Angry white males. “The forces that are lift- 
ing up the world have a dark underside,” he lectures, and he 
directs us to “roor out this scourge of darkness within our coun- 
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try.” Make no mistake: what you have here are the beginnings of 
Bill Clinton's '96 campaign theme: Clinton vs. the darkness per- 
meating the American landscape. 

But let me show you the real America, and the goodness of 
che heartland. 

There was the church choir that stood on a street corner near 
the blast site at night singing “Amazing Grace” so the rescue 
workers could hear. 

There were che fire crews and police and medical personnel 
working around che clock to save lives and repair broken bodies. 

There were the rescuers and their canine teams, and the excava- 
tors, and the construction workers, who clawed through tons of 
debris to search for survivors. Then, when hope was lost, they 
kept up the agonizing, heartbreaking search for bodies — as they 
said, to help the families put loved ones to rest. 

There were the children from every school in Oklahoma City 
who sent thank-you let- 
ters, tucked in lunch 
bags, to fire fighters. 

There were the hun- 
dreds — thousands — of 
volunteers, who sprung 
into action to do what 
was needed. “That's just 
the heartland — people 
helping other people,” 
said Red Cross volunteer 
Rhonda White. 

There was Rebecca 
Anderson, 37, a nurse in 
Oklahoma City who was 
off work on April 19, 
watching television, 
when the explosion 
shook her house. She 
instantly told her hus- 
band she must go do 
is. what she could to assist, 
Within hourg) Fred Asse seals RE EMEA 

as informed that his wife 


had been hurt A huge piece of concrete debris had fallen on her 
as she tried to help. | 
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ebecca Anderson succumbed to massive head injuries 
four days later. But before she died, her family agreed to 
donate her organs. It was her wish. Her heart was trans- 
planted into a 55-year-old man, who, sadly, did nor pull 
through, But her right kidney saved the life SEG. SI 
Stella Cordova. It was a perfect match, which the hos ital 
calls a 1-in-10,000 occurrence when donor and reci ient a i 
related. “It's just like [Mrs. Anderson was] her al Gaia,” 
he day after Rebecca died, a package she had ordered w sl 
before arrived at her family’s home. It contained fiv a 
ornaments, one for each of her four children, ages 10 tl h 17 
and one for her husband; an American herein : Si: i 


l es last gift 
Then there was Richard McKnight, 42, a trucker oe on April 


l 9 had just paid a traffic ticket a few blocks from the federal build 
ing when he felt the blast. He instantly swung his car ar à as d 
headed back. He reached the crater in front of the buildins 4 
minutes after the explosion. McKnight went down on his k Ea 
three or four steps down into the crater SESSI NN n child 


e Christmas 


continued on page 16 








BS ho knows you?” reporter 
W Carl Bernstein once asked 
Robert Strange McNamara. 
“No one,” he replied. “My wife Margy did”; 
she's deceased. “Do your kids know you?” 
Bernstein continued. “No,” said McNamara, 
adding: “I realize that if people dont know 
you it means you haven't fully communicat- 
ed ... I'm not about to start now.” 

That was in 1991. By 1993, McNamara, 
private guy, had signed a six-figure book deal 
with Random House's Times Books to tell 
all. His new book, Jn Retrospect: The Tragedy 
and Lessons of Vietnam, describes his role in 
masterminding the war. But perhaps the ttle 
of his previous book, Blundering into 
Disaster, truly describes his career. 

In 1960, thirty-four days after being 
named president of the Ford Motor Com- 
pany, McNamara was drafted by President 
Kennedy into Camelot as Defense Secretary 
(the youngest ever). As he accepted the 
job, the “Whiz Kid” told Kennedy: “This 
is absurd. I'm not qualified.” Though Mc- 
Namara had never served in combat, he 
eventually became Grand Strategist of the 
American “intervention” in Vietnam, which 
became widely known as McNamaras War. 

Now he writes that “we were wrong, terri- 
bly wrong” to have gotten so deeply involved 
in Vietnam. McNamara says he came to that 
conclusion while the war was still being 
fought, but claims he thought it was wrong 
to speak out publicly at the ume. Fifty-eight 
thousand Americans died in the conflict. 

“Has any single American of this century 
done more harm than Robert McNamara?” 
asked Mickey Kaus in The New Republic. 
“No one comes readily to mind ... Before he 
helped ruin the American polity, he helped 
ruin the American economy, pioneering at 
Ford the bloodless, numbers-oriented man- 
agement methods that helped bring so many 
corporations to their knees. After Vietnam, 
as head of the World Bank, he helped ruin 
the entire world's economy, shoveling out 
billions of dollars to fund failed ‘develop- 
ment’ projects. It’s a tough record to match,” 

Asked in 1981 if he would write his mem- 
oirs, McNamara replied: “Memoirs! Dont 
you fellows remember the Edsel? ... 
Vietnam?” The 1959 Edsel, of course, was 
the most embarrassing failure ever by an 
American car company; it “marked one of 
the greatest financial losses in U.S. business 
history,” writes McNamara. Ford officials 






























have since claimed 
that McNamara wasn't re- 

sponsible for the disaster. But the Edsel 
was developed by a mushrooming corporate 
bureaucracy when McNamara was the com- 
pany's most celebrated budding bureaucrat, 
so their defense rings hollow. 

The Edsel looked good on paper, in statis- 
tics and formulas and computer models; and 
so, perhaps, would the Vietnam War. But 
that sterile, theoretical approach to car mak- 
ing would eventually lead to the near-ruin of 
the American automobile industry — until 
competition from abroad forced innovation 
and excellence back into the process. 

“While at Ford, [McNamara] was so tense 
and driven that he ground his teeth at 
night,” writes David Halberstam, author of 
The Best and the Brightest. “For treatment he 
selected a dentist in New York, lest news of 
his neurosis ... subtract from the myth of his 
omniscience, from his image of a man com- 
pletely in control, cool and calm.” 

As Defense Secretary, McNamara confessed 
he had a “limited grasp of military affairs” 
but saw the Pentagon as a giant corporation 
in need of his statistical skills and bureaucrat- 


| ic savvy. He once told a reporter: “Running 


any large organization is the same whether it 
is the Ford Motor Company, the Catholic 
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Church or the Department of Defense.” In 
theory, maybe, but not in practice. 

On paper, training Cuban insurrectionists 
to overthrow Fidel Castro seemed sound 
strategy to a theoretician. So in 1962, Secre- 
tary McNamara was the principal military 
adviser to Kennedy urging him to authorize 
the disastrous Bay of Pigs operation. On 
paper, managing the Vietnam war from 
Washington also made theoretical sense. But 
that didn't take into account the strategic 
military sense of experienced generals. 

In 1967, faced with mounting casualties 
and the lack of public confidence, President 
Johnson appointed McNamara to head the 
World Bank. (No sooner was the announce- 
ment made than the Vietnamese commu- 
nists mounted the horrific Tet Offensive.) 
McNamara's leadership at his next post 
was no more impressive. “He had 
grandiose designs, escalating lending 

to Third World countries as dramati- 

cally as he had escalated the war in 
Vietnam,” concluded The Los Angeles 
Times. “In retrospect,” wrote Heritage 
Foundation policy analyst Bryan Johnson, 
“(His tenure] was a disaster — mainly for 
poor recipient countries ... McNamara 
wanted che Bank to fight world poverty; he 
incorrectly did this by transforming the Bank 
into a global welfare agency. ... And the 
World Bank actively supported central eco- 
nomic planning and even socialist policies.” 


espite his string of colossal failures, 
D McNamara remained the darling of 
Æ liberal elites. Once asked to be on the 
board of CBS television, McNamara chose 
instead to be on the board of The Washington 
Post. When his new book was released, reopen- 
ing deep national wounds, The Posts matron 
Katharine Graham held a posh dinner party 
for him. President Clinton, true to form, im- 
mediately claimed McNamaras book provided 
a vindication for his antiwar activities. 

“My associates ... were an exceptional 
group: young, vigorous, intelligent, well-mean- 
ing,” McNamara writes on the opening page 
of his new book. “How did this group — ‘the 
best and the brightest’... — get it wrong on 
Vietnam?” The moral of McNamara’s tale is 
not hard to grasp: elitist theoreticians who rely 
on centralized bureaucratic control, academic 
models and their own arrogance have done 
this country enormous damage. A lesson the 
Clinton Administration has yet to learn. = 








Rep. John Kasich (R, OH), House 
Budget Committee Chairman, has 
over the years gained enormous 
credibility in Washington as an 
honest budget reformer. I was 
honored that Rep. Kasich, a 
trailblazer in the Republican 
revolution, carved out some 
time to speak to me the day 
before he unveiled his balanced 
budget plan: 


Rush: Mr. Chairman, what has 
happened to the Current Services 
baseline budgeting technique with regards to 
the budget? 
Kasich: Its gone under our plan 
Rush: Thank the Lord! 

Kasich: Yes, our plan ts kind of like the 
movie “Dave.” As I told the press when we 
came back from our retreat in Leesburg, 

VA, the reason why people like that movie 
is because the guy sits down at a table 
and says: “Okay, you say we can't cut 

the budget? Here, ler's look at all the pro- 
grams, just like we look at our expenses when 
balancing the checkbook at home.” We will not use 
baseline budgeting, We compare everything to the 
previous years spending level. We will nor say 
that if a program goes 
up 3 percent as compared 
to 5 percent, its a cut. If 
it goes up, it goes up. IF 
it goes down, it goes down. If its a 
freeze, it's a freeze. 
Rush: Good. Now I’ve had a number 
of different people tell me thar if we would just freeze 
spending and allow for inflationary increases every 
year, in five to seven years, assuming current rates 
of economic growth remain pretty constant, we 
could get to a balanced budget without cutting 
a dime, Here's how the numbers were played out 
for me. The current budget is $1.53 trillion. In the 
year 2002, it is expected that tax revenues and all 
other forms of revenue generation will produce $1.88 
trillion. That is $350 billion more than we're spending 
today, an increase of 23 percent. If you divide that by 7 
years, youre looking at a roughly 3 percent per year increase, 
which ts the inflation rate. 
Kasich: Well, that's really a misconception. Let me explain, 
Over the next seven years, there will be increased spending of 
$1.1 trillion. 
Rush: That's new spending? 
Kasich: Yes. $1.1 trillion ıs how much spending can go up and still 
balance the budget. But I want your readers to understand how diffi- 
cult chis task is. Lers take Medicare, which is currently growing at 





Rush: If the school lunch program is any 
indication, 
of the budget are going to make 
that look like sandbox play time. 





almost 11 percent. Now, that's not a baseline. 
Baseline budgeting occurs only on discretionary 
programs. Like school lunch: where it was expected 
to go up by 5 percent and it only went up by 3 per- 
cent and they called it a cut. On entitlement spend- 
ing, or mandatory spending, the law drives how 
much that spending goes up. Its not an anucipated 
increase, it is an increase flat-out based on the law. 

In order to move Medicare from 11 percent 
growth down to 5 percent growth over the next 7 
years — and that is still a significant increase 
in spending — we want to look at what they're 
doing in the private sector, which has controlled 

costs and maintained customer satisfaction and 
choice. They ve used coordinated-care type programs, HMOs, PPOs, 
negotiating with fee-for-service specialists. 

But you cant get all that done in a day, so to slow the increase in 
Medicare spending in the early years you have to do things like 
reduce reimbursement rates to hospitals and doctors that co-pay 
beneficiaries. With the deal that we've cut with the governors — we 
give them the money, we get rid of the rules and the regulations, 
and we block-grant the program back to the states — that gets us to 
about 5 percent. 

Rush; And that's just one program. 

Kasich: Yes. Then you take civil service retirement, which is running 
about a $540 billion unfunded liability, and interest on the national 
debt, and Social Security. All those programs, total — a reformed 
Medicare program, a reformed Medicaid program, a reformed civil 
service program, interest on the debt, and Social Security — will cost 
you about $1.5 trillion. Now as | 
said, we will be able to spend 
about $1.1 trillion. So we have to 
make up about $350 billion 
worth of cuts — real curs — 
everywhere else. There are real 
| | cuts involved in balancing the 
budget; it cannot be done with smoke and mirrors. Some things will 


in fact be cur. But the entitlement programs, except for agriculture, 
will continue to increase. 


Rush: Bur an entitlement is only an entitlement because it was 
written into law that way. Why can't you just change some of these 
entitlements to discretionary? 

Kasich: Thats what we're doing with Medicaid. Medicaid will be 
an entitlement to the states, but not to the individual any more, 
Medicare, which provides health care to our senior citizens, is some- 
thing we believe in, something we ought to do, and eral: we 
ought to do well. We want to get it to be the most efficient PIRA 


ou can have, and right now, run by the gove : | O, 
ush: A little politics of this, Mr. Chairman. Some Republicans 


Speaker Gingrich and a few others, have made an appeal to the 
President to join them in a discussion aimed at solving the problem, 
and of course the President loves seeing you guys twist in the wind 


‘ch R ; ; 
ma OnE o: Why do you need him? Why can't you just go ahead 


Kasich: Oh, 
the President of 





your plans in other areas 


we will. But it’s a little ridiculous. You know, if I were 


the United States, I’d be spending every day I could 


ro try to do dramatic, bold, and innovative things. 
Rush: If you're him, why start now? I mean, his whole agenda now 
is getting re-elected. 
Kasich: But ] think its fair to say char if you cant stand up at the 
plate and take a swing at the ball, youre not really in a very strong 
osition to say anything about what the other people are doing 
tush: I agree, but they will. What they're going to do is try to 
frighten every constituency group. They've got no agenda; they ve 
got nothing they can affirmatively say they're for and get people to 
vote for them on that basis. So they've got to get people to vote 
against you, and they're going to have the press on their side. If the 
school lunch program is any indication, your plans in other areas of 
the budget are going to make that look like sandbox play time. 


Kasich: Rush, my feeling is that in politics there should be only one 
compass: Do the night thing. This is about two ideas. Number one, 
if we don't balance the budget, we'll sce a steady, slow and sure ero- 
sion of the American dream. What we're doing is designed to save 
the future for the children of this country. That's Americas greatest 
legacy: leaving the children with more opportunity than what we 
had. Second, its about turning power and influence and money and 
control back to people and back to government at the local level. | 

I do not believe the American people will be opposed to what we re 
doing to balance this budger. They know that if we dont balance the 
budget, the country's doomed. So | dont think we ought to be reu- 
cent, I don't think we ought to be shy, I don't think we ought to lack 


confidence; we're doing exactly the night thing to save this country. 
Rush: All right, you've just gotten back from a recess, and I'm sure 


youve had discussions with other members who've returned. The 
public mood is still one of big support and encouragement? | 

Kasich: Yes. When I stand on Main Street in Westerville, 
Ohio people drive by blowing their horns, putting their thumbs up, 
telling me to stay with it. People grab me by the hands and say: 
“John, I know it's going to get tough — please don't quit; youre 
Rus the ree a much of that, I’m glad that you've heard ic. 

Kasich: That's where the public is, and frankly I think Republicans 
spend too much time worrying about 
what the other side says. IF you play 
basketball or any sport, you do best 
when you carry out your own game 
plan. You don't sit around worrying 
about the carping and whining of the F 
other side. Besides, they lack credibility. When they start to criticize 
our program, I’m just basically going to dismiss them. They gr 
have any plan. It’s sad that they don't have a program to try to A 


| sms. They're lost. | | | 
dio Em as been relegated to irrelevance now. But the 


willing accomplices they have in the press are going to spread what- 
ever lies AS your Rio the other side puts out. | Ea e 
press want you to fail. I think they want you to flop. I think t cy 
want you to embarrass yourselves. I think they want you Buy SD e 
finished once and for all. And people are desperately worried that 
the press is going to derail your agenda. | 

Kasich: In my heart, in my soul, I believe the American people a: 
that if we do not do this, the country will be doomed, and they Iso 
know that we don't have forever to get this job done. Whar they a 
asking for is fairness in the plan: “We know we have to haim i e 
budget; just try to make ıt fair. Don't hit me and ler some z é é 
who has a powerful lobbyist get away.” I think we have a eyi ir F 
very bold plan coming out of the House. Everything is on the E > 
except for Social Security. We get rid of rins tt ye pet rid o 

chi ple are going to be hap | : 

eral ny yanks ee t you want to abolish, 


Kasich: Rush, my feeling is that in politics 





there should be only one 
| compass: Do the right thing. 


— I a 


why have you picked Education, Commerce and Energy? 
Kasich: We've had Commerce on the chopping block all 
the way back to ‘93. Lately the Commerce 
Department has been seeing how many people they 
can eliminate so they can beat us to the pass. Bur we 
won't be deterred by that. Some functions in 
Energy make sense, but a big chunk dont make 

any sense at all. We're either going to get rid of 

the Department of Education or it will end up 

being combined with a greatly scaled down 

Labor Department. I prefer to see us elimi- 

nate these three departments, bur that deci- 

sion will be made later in the year. We also have 

our eyes on HUD, which is perhaps the greatest finan- 
cial mess in the federal government today. _ 

Rush: Three words: “Senate”; and “tax cuts.” Sen. Pete 
Domenici says no tax cuts, Phil Gramm says yes to tax 
cuts, Can you do tax cuts and still pare the $400 bil- 
lion that you need to? 

Kasich: The Republicans on the Budget Com- 
mittee, along with Mike Parker, a Democrat from 
Mississippi, unanimously agreed to a plan that 
provides for the full tax cuts we passed in the 

House — and balances the budget. There 

should be no question that it can be done. 

The question in the Senate will be how 

many tax cuts they are willing to provide, 

and I don't have the answer for that. But 

for those who say you cant do both: we 

can and we have. We've shown we can put a 

plan together that's rational, that's across the 
board, that's real — it isn’t a hope and a prayer. We 
show it can be done. But I don't know what the mood 
will ultimately be in the Senate. There will be tax 
cuts; I dont know at what level. We just have to see 
how we do when we get into Conference. 


Rush: What about your 
budger when it gets to the 
Senate? 

Kasich: Our budget will 
prove to the country that in fact you can 
downsize government, reinforce the American 
family and provide growth incentives to help this econo- 
my grow. Then it will go over to the Senate, and we'll 
see. Domenici will pass his plan, which will have no 

tax cuts. Then they'll go to the Senate floor, and | | 
think as result of our plan passing, it will embolden 

those in the Senate who favor tax cuts, and give 

them a road map on how to do it. 


Rush: You told me before the election that if this 

election did not give the Republicans a majority, you 

were seriously thinking about doing something else, 
because it was just unworkable to be part of an oppressed 
minority the way you were in the House. And 1 imagine the vic- 
tory had to invigorate you in a way few things in life have. Do you 
still feel the same enthusiasm and the same eagerness and the same 
power of che mandate? 

Kasich: This is the greatest opportunity any person could have. 
Coming from that little town called McKees Rocks, and having a 
Dad carry mail, it’s hard to believe I could be in a position to lead a 
committee that could actually make an incredible contribution 
toward saving the country. Of course, I don't want to be at this level 
of intensity for the rest of my life, because frankly I'd burn out. But 





I've never been more convinced of anything in my life that what we 
are doing is the right thing. Thats what makes it easy 

Rush: | dont want to turn that into a negative, | just want some 
honest speculation 1f you care to. If this is successfully opposed, and 
if the budget is not brought into balance within seven years, and if 
the runaway costs on entitlement and discretionary spending are 
not brought under control, what is going to happen to, not just the 
American dream, what's going to happen to the country? 

Kasich: What you will end up with is a slow but steady and certain 
erosion of the American economy. You'll end up with a greater gulf 
between the rich and the poor. It will become infinitely more diff- 
cult for somebody who doesn't have anything to become successful. 
You will have a steady erosion of prosperity. And we'll wake up one 
day and say, What happened? Did you ger the number of the truck 
thar hit me? That's the way it will be if we dont get the job done. 
Conversely, if we get it done — let me quote Alan Greenspan, who 
says that it we can balance the 
budget, we will unleash a prosper- 
ity that we cant even chart — we 
will put to rest the greatest fear in 
this country of mothers and 


will inherit an America that will 

not be as good as the one they 
inherited from their parents. 

Rush: For 12 years, the liberals in 

this country ran against the deficit. 

They characterized the deficit as a o 
monster that was going to devour 


America. If we didn't get a handle 2 


Education, and Energy) 
America 


you just said was going to happen. ° Protects Social Security 


Now that the Democrats are not ° Protects Medicare from bankruptcy by allowing the 
program to grow at a slower rate 
Block-grants Medicaid to the states and slows its 


In power, you don't hear them 


complaining about the deficit at o 

all. In fact che Administration says growth to 4 percent by 2002 
its not even for a balanced budget. a 

Thar's not our objective, Robert 


Reich said on “Meet the Press,” o 
You've talked about wanting to do o 
the right thing.” Would you say 

that liberals are putting politics 

ahead of doing the right thing by 
abandoning their call for serious deficit reduction? 

Kasich: I think they are very confused. They have been believers in 
big government and big spending for 40 years, and they're 
really beside themselves because their religion of big government and 
big spending has been systematically rejected by the American peo- 
ple. Some of them aren't even willing to admit their program doesn’t 
work, and is not accepted. The only Democrat I've seen who has 
spoken about the terrible situation Democrats 
Rush: That says a lot for them. 

Kasich: Well, | happened to see him one night on C-SPAN, 
He said: Our programs, our ideas are dead: they don't work 
and nobody wants them any more. Of course he's the only one 
saying 1t, and nobody wants to listen to him. But they have 
to start over and figure out what they're for — because what 
they re currently for doesn't work, it’s not accepted by the 
American people. Could you imagine being a politician 
without an idea? What would the point of it be? 

Rush: Bill Clinton. 

Kasich: That's exactly right. 1 mean, they have no ideas, and they 
dont know where they're going to go. That's why we shouldn't get 


are in is Jerry Brown. 
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SUMMARY OF 
THE House BUDGET PLAN 


fathers who are worried their kids e Eliminates 283 programs (such as the Small Business 
Administration's $105 million Tree Planting Program), 
14 agencies (such as the National Endowments for the 
Arts and Humanities), 68 commissions, and three 
Cabinet agencies (the Departments of Commerce, 


Includes tax cuts, as promised in the Contract With 


| Makes real cuts in discretionary spending 
on this deficir, then exactly what ° Cuts foreign aid by $29 billion 


Terminates over 80 job-training programs, replacing 
them with job-training block grants to the states 
Incorporates House-passed welfare reform legislation 
Privatizes the General Services Administration, power 
marketing administrations, and public broadcasting 


too worked up when they scream and shout and yell about what 
were doing, We shouldn't let it distract us. Nobody buys into it, 
except for a handful of big government philosophers, and there 
aren't many of them left. 
Rush: So you are not all that concerned about whatever influence 
the mainstream press in this country has, 
Kasich: Im concerned about it. We have a sophisticated marketing 
plan and an aggressive rapid response plan to tell people precisely 
what were doing. But I believe we're going to ger this done. I dont 
believe they're going to be able to stop us from doing what we know 
is right. As long as the members of Congress don't pay attention to 
the Washington establishment, and as long as they listen to what 
people at home are saying, we'll be okay, Remember, when John 
Engler and Bill Weld, the governors of Michigan and 
Massachusetts, moved quickly to make dramatic changes in their 
state governments, they got a lot of bad press early on 
Rush: Their polls were down to 
19 percent. 
Kasich: Right. And then they did 
fine, they came back, and they won 
strong majorities. There's no substi- 
tute for doing the right thing. 
Rush: What do you think of "96 
— not presidentially, but in terms 
of getting more conservatives in 
Congress? 
Kasich: We will pick up seats in 
96. Bur frankly, 1 don't worry 
about ‘96. If we don't get the job 
done now to pass these budget laws, 
to make sure that the promises we 
make are kept, it becomes increas- 
ingly unimportant to me what 
happens in "96, All my focus and 
energy is on what we're doing now, 
Rush: Well, look at us as a 
resource, because we join you 
totally in your commitment to 
doing the right thing. I only wish 
there were more like you who had 
that objective. 
Kasich: Rush, you have made a 
gigantic contribution. What 
7 al blish a credibility. If you hear it on 
Limbaugh, if you hear Rush say ir, you know it’s credible. As a 
cha et en ce dd 
things they don't hear for the pene a iy a oa 
basically mainstream media. And our influe ce È a 
care Ln a ae n Pa IS nor JUST on con- 
never called themselves I Th RISE SPADE 
Limbaugh says makes good LRA 3 DES know, TELE 
Bes -ommon sense. And frankly, that's what 
our message is all about. It's just about common se 
Rush: Amen. Well look, do a favo DEA hoe 
| > Se me a favor, The next time you're in a 
press conference and some liberal starts giving you grief about th 
cuts, just for me, just Once, Say: “Hey, I thoy pe z a aS 
the deficit cut. For 12 years, you've been com ain ; E O EANA 
now somebody's doing something about it, i fa ee si 
appiaud us for being bold and courageous,” Beg oul 
Kasich: Rush, you know I’m not shy. I'll have some 
to say to the people who want to criticize. 
Rush: Good. And, cur, cut, cur, curl > 
Kasich: Don't worry! 


youve been able to do is to esta 


definite things 


According to Me 
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or years, liberals have been indig- SE. 
nant, offended — even outraged — = 3 
at the eftectiveness of conservatives, > JX 


and especially conservative talk radio. As | 
they have seen liberalism fail in the arena f 
of ideas, they have spent a lot of time 
calling us names, Their reaction to their 
loss of power has been anger; thus they 

blame conservatives for creating “a cli- 

mate of anger.” 

Instead of engaging conservatives in 
substantive debate, and defending 
their own policies and ideology on the 
merits, many on the left characterize 
conservatives as “mean-spirited,” “dan- | 
gerous,” “hate-mongers,” “bomb- 1 
throwers’ — not to mention the clichéd W 
accusations of racism/sexism/homo- ' 
phobia/ Nazism/fascism, and on and on. \ 
By this litany of name-calling, in which the 
phrase “right-wing extremists’ has become a 
virtual mantra, liberals have attempted to dis- 
miss us, to relegate us to the margins of 
political discourse. It has not worked. 

In the wake of the Oklahoma City 
bombing, after President Clinton him- 
self linked criminal violence to talk 
radio (which, he said, “spread hate’), 
liberals have been virtually unanimous. 
Its time to tone down the rhetoric, 
they proclaim. By this, they mean con- 
servative rhetoric. 

In a speech at the National Press 
Club, Sen. Bob Kerrey (D, NE) parrot- 
ed President Clinton when he said: 
“We have been all too reluctant to vol- 
untarily censure a rising ude of violent 
expression pounding wave after wave 
into the living rooms of American 
households in the form of entertainment, 
mentary.” (Who could Sen. Kerrey mean, hmm?) PRE 

Pundit Anthony Lewis, in The New York ra as Pie 
says: “In a climate of calculated hate for The ARE su IE: 
expect to have the civil discourse that is the mechanism 

7 3 27 é 
E look at some noble offerings of Sif ene ae 
from the left. For some reason, the mainstream Eh da NES 
bothered by hate speech emanating from chat on of t pus E 
spectrum. So it is left to me to catalogue stellar CR 
mechanism of Madisonian democracy, as perpetrate ue a rr DI 

During her first official visit to Leeroy: E i + dad 
the NAACP, Myrlie Evers-Williams, widow o E $ E N e 
this: “Imagine the monstrous consequences | as ee 
making starvation public policy In a society W a 

heavily armed,” she said. We ui SER sn a corre- 
explain why mindlessly reducing welfare wi pa gay: 
sponding increase in child prostitution or vig NPR ai: 

What we have here is a threat of armed re ee Fe ratte 
: Contract With America. Have you heard any cal 5 sa down” 
in the mainstream media for Mrs. Evers-Williams to € 


news and political com- 
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. From the Limbaugh Institute for Advanced Conservative Studies 


n } dl 
her rhetoric? Has anyone in the press called for an end to “hate 


speech” on the left, such as che following; | 
e “Rep. Charles Rangel (D, NY), Harlem's own, defined the 
election as few others have. Its about race, he said, and a 
certain costume change. Where once it was the sheets 
and hoods of the Klan, he said, it's now the ‘black 


2 - PRN TE i % 
YA suits and red ties’ of conservative politicians. Its not 


"HATE" 


from the 


LE 


-a 





spic and nigger anymore. They say, Lets cut taxes ... 

Toa certain extent, there's some truth to this stereotype 

— enough for the Gop to benefit, capturing the votes 

of both genuine racists and genuine cynics. — 

Richard Cohen in The Washington Post 

e “The Christian Coalition was a strong force in 

Germany. It laid down a suitable, scientific, 

theological rationale for the tragedy in 

Germany. The Christian Coalition was very 

much in evidence there.” — Rev. Jesse 

Jackson, quoted in USA Today | 

e “(Ollie North] is banking on the fact that he can 

raise enough money from the extreme night 

wing, the extra-chromosome right wing. 

— quoted in The Washington Times 

e “youd think the new Congress were 
a slash-and-burn Khmer Rouge, deter- 
mined to rid Phnom Penh of every 
member of the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting...” — TV critic John 
Leonard, on CBS “Sunday Morning” 

e “What they want to do is make war on 
the kids of this country ... I do not 
think the American people expect or 
support these radical right-wing mea- 
sures...” — Bill Clinton, quoted in 
The Washington Times 

e “What they're trying to do is literally 
take away meals from kids ... 
[Republicans are] trying to run over 
kids.” — Leon Panetta, White House 
chief of staff, quoted in USA Today 

« “[Newt Gingrich] is one of the most dangerous figures to emerge 
in American politics during our lifetime ... He calls himself a rev- 
olutionary but he promotes the policies of a terrorist... — Rep. 
Martin Frost (D, TX), Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee chairman, in fundraising letter. 

e “House Republicans are preparing ... to win committee approval 
for legislation that would imperil mothers, babies and hungry 
school-age children.” — New York Times editorial | ad 

* “I hope [Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas's] wife feeds him 
lots of eggs and butter and he dies early like many black men do, 
of heart disease ... He is absolutely reprehensible,” — Julianne 
Malveaux, Pacifica talk radio host, on PBS “To the Contrary” 

On CNN” “Capital Gang,” liberal commentator Juan Williams 
said those in the militias were “angry white men ... sort of in their 
natural state, This is the essence of the angry white man...” On C- 
SPAN'S “Journalists Roundtable” NPR reporter Sunni 
Khalid accused Mr, Newt of “lynching people.” KE 

And this is just the tip of the liberal iceberg. Which 4 
leads me to conclude: in their crusade against “hate 
speech” (which can best be defined as speech liberals 
hate), perhaps they can begin by looking in the mirror, 
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Many people say | need to be balanced with equal time. Not so — | AM... 


WORKING THE STREETS 


Im sure you'll be happy to know that 
because you've been supporting PBS pro- 
gramming with your generous tax contri- 


butions, you've helped keep the 
network from turning into a 
cheap street hooker. That was the 
profound analysis from Ervin 
Duggan, president of the Public 
Broadcasting Service, in a recent 
speech to the International Radio 
and Television Society. Duggan 
warned that if Republicans cut 
back public television funding, 
PBS would be forced into (gasp!) 
commercialization. Duggan com- 
pared that prospect to that of a 
“Naive country maid ... no 
longer pure and simple, brazenly 
working the streets in her new 
commercial finery, doing what is 
necessary to survive.” Oh, my! 
Big Bird, Mr. Rogers, McNeil- 
Lehrer, Barney ... all of them, 
working the streets! A fate so hor- 
rible it's incomprehensible to the 
human mind. So pps — always 
ready to beg — is begging you to 
keep what matters in sight. 


Equal Time 


A sampling of my genius, to be widely quoted and disseminated 


of competition ... to keep them free from 
eeeevil commercialization ... and most of 
all, free from ever having to grow up and 
make it on their own. 
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TEST TUBE PARENTS 

The oldest institution in the 
world — parenthood, for those 
of you who think otherwise — 
is under attack once more ... 
this time from a British psy- 
chologist. Rachel Cook of City 
University in London says that 
test tube babies have a distinct 
advantage over other children. 
According to Cook, couples 
whose children were conceived 
using in-vitro fertilization or 
donor insemination spend more 
time with their children and 
show greater “warmth” and 
emotional involvement than 
parents who conceive naturally. 

Cook and her colleagues 
studied 41 families who con- 
ceived using in-vitro fertiliza- 
tion, 55 adoptive families, and 
43 families who conceived the 
good old-fashioned way, By 
studying 139 couples, Rachel 
Cook, psychologist, makes the 
claim thar billions of natural 
parents are not as good as the 
parents of test tube babies. 
Psychology is wonderful, isn’t it? 
So those of you whose mothers 


ro_—_ir 


urb. In fact, The Times found 
that che complex is in Landover, 
MD, a poor community. In the 
past year, housing inspectors 
found “trash, debris, used con- 
doms and human waste in and 
around the buildings.” Officials 
have noted broken windows, 
rotting door frames, and wreck- 
ed cars on the property, declar- 
ing 14 of the units owned 
by Ron Brown, defender of 
the poor, as “unfit for human 
habitation.” Brown’s lawyer de- 
scribed the Commerce Secre- 
tary's investment as'a typical 
1980s” deal, He says: “Everyone 
was doing iti) Wrong-o. Mil- 
lions of people worked hard in 
the 80s to make money honest- 
ly ... not in some fraudulent 
cattle futures game, not by 
defaulting on loans, and not by 
becoming slum lords. No won- 
der Democrats always talk 
about the 80s being the decade 
of greed. They were the ones 
making out like bandits. 


BLAME AMERICA FIRST 

The environmentalist wackos 
are at it again. There's a new re- 
port out by a group called the 
National Center for Economic 
Alternatives, who say that “the 
United States is arguably the 
most wasteful — that is, waste- 
generating — society in human 
history.” They blame our huge 
economy, our small businesses, 
and even our families. American 
farmers don’t escape, either; 


LIMBAUGHNOMICS 


A recent issue of Newsweek has an article 


on something called “psychonomics,” in 
which economists use psychology to explain 
economic behavior. Psychonomics is being 
taught at che university level, and business 
types are using it to try to understand 
investors and to make deals. I think psycho- 
nomics might have even more profound 
applications. Psychonomic therapists could 
help the truly dysfunctional among us; 

° THE SELF-HATING RICH. Includes the 


Kennedys, Rockefellers, certain media fig- 
ures, and a large number of Hollywood 
entertainers who publicly profess to de- 
spise the wealthy, while enjoying their own 
wealth privately. With patience, they 
might one day admit that earning wealth 
honestly is virtuous, it's the American way. 
TAXAHOLICS. Politicians or government 
regulators unable to stop themselves from 
levying taxes. The illness begins during 
childhood, causing them to search for the 
mythical “level playing field.” Lying dor- 
mant until sufferers reach elective office, 
the illness then explodes with uncontrolled 
fury. There is no cure. 

TAXAHOLIC ENABLERS. Found in the 
mainstream media, especially among the 
self-hating rich. University settings are a 
breeding ground for this disorder. 
ADDITION DEFICIT DISORDER, A.D.D. 
Inability to add. Sufferers believe that 
spending increases are cuts. They are con- 
vinced that 3.1 is greater than 4.5, as was 


DEMOCRATS: PARTY OF PRIVILEGE 
Democrats continue the same one-note 

samba: “The Republicans are the friends 

of the privileged few, the rich will bene- 


à 


demonstrated in the school lunch debate. 


è REPRESSED EIGHTIES MEMORY SYNDROME. 


Despite the fact that tax cuts in the 1980s 
paved the way for record economic growth, 
liberals repress that memory. They need 
rehabilitation to help them face and believe 
the truth. 

CORPORATE TUNNEL SYNDROME. An 
obsessional belief — “tunnel vision — 
that corporations are bad, and multination- 
al corporations are evil incarnate, and that 
business is a threat to society. Found pri- 
marily among environmentalists. 
REDUCTO-PHOBIA. Fear of cutting gov- 
ernment bloat. 

BLEEDING HEART NEUROSIS. The root 
cause of most liberal economic disorders. 
UNIONITIS. The illness usually displays 
itself when contracts are being negotiated. 
Those who suffer from this disease were 
often bullies early in life, and have mas- 
tered the ability to cooperate in groups to 
achieve any objective ... except work. 
CHILD-DEFLECTION. Sufferers use chil- 
dren as human deflectors to distract 
people from the true agenda of the adults 
hiding behind them. Child-Deflectors typ- 
ically claim that children will be “victims” 
of policies they themselves fear. Sufferers 
arrange for public displays to use children 
as props in order to gain sympathy. Case 
study: Democratic politicians eating lunch 
in school cafeterias. 

Psychonomics, Limbaugh style: the long- 


awaited cure for dysfunctional liberals. 





charge was $50,000 a couple; the location 
was the “middle-class” home of “middle- 
class movie maker” Steven Spielberg. 


Begging you to keep the stars and 
animals you love from an 
immoral lifestyle .., to keep 
them free from the ugly specter = IRE 


What happened to your invitation? 
Sorry, you didn't make the list. Privilege 
has its benefits. 


fit...” on and on. Well, lets look at just 
who the friends of the “privileged” are. 
Recently, President Clinton joined 30 
friends of Sen. Ted Kennedy for a 
dinner party in Massachusetts to 
retire Kennedy’s $1.5 million-dol- 
lar campaign debt from the 94 
elections. Here's a guy with family 
assets to rival a Fortune 500 com- 
pany, and yet ... he cant take out 
his own checkbook and pay off 
his own debts. Soon after, First 
Lady Hillary Rodham Mother 
Teresa, who earlier this year dis- 
covered that some people in India 
are really poor, went with her 
husband to California. No photo- 
ops of her holding poor babies ... 
but they did attend a party with 
about 100 guests. The cover 


-_ 


used turkey basters to self- 
inseminate ... you must be the 


luckiest kids of all! 


theyre blamed for polluting che 
world with chemical fertilizers. 
Notice that American farmers 

| are not praised for feeding an 
ever-increasing number of peo- 
ple the world over. American 
small businesses, and our econ- 
omy, are not regarded as bea- 
cons of economic hope, even 
though people around the 
world still want to get here any 
way they can, And American 
families, who have worked for 
generations to achieve a high 
standard of living, ‘are not held 
up for the praise they deserve. 
Instead, they're all crashed. You 
environmentalists want to slow 
the generation of waste? Shut 
up — and do some constructive 
work like the rest us. 
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CABINET BANDIT? 

Clinton Commerce Secretary 
Ron Brown may be ... a slum 
lord. According to a Los Angeles 
Times Investigation, Secretary 
Brown has received generous 
tax breaks from his investment 
in an apartment complex — 
which has defaulted on a $6 
million loan. (This is in addi- 
uon to numerous Ron Brown 
investments being investigated 
by the Justice Department and 
a Congressional committee.) 
Brown's financial disclosure 
forms list the apartment in an 


upscale Washington, D.C. sub- 


JUNK SCIENCE 

_ This past Earth Day wasn’t the usual tree- 
hugging, frog-licking Earth Day; no ... this 
was bigger. It was the silver anniversary edi- 
tion, celebrating 25 years of junk science, 
scare tactics, and false predictions. 
The wackos came out in force, because 
this was also the first Earth Day ever 
with Republicans in charge of Congress. 
Republicans who are said to have their 
hands on the clock of doom, ready to lead 
us back to a time when pollution ruled, 
when dirty air, filthy water, and other 
horrors were not only accepted, but desired! 
The founder of the Earth Day movement, 


Gaylord Nelson, claims thar over 500 
schools nationwide participated in activities, 
with themes like “Free the Earth.” From 
what or whom, is unclear. It was indeed 
a day to remember, To remember, for 
instance, that global warming, global cool- 
ing.ozone depletion, acid rain, overpopula- 
tion, the Kuwaiti oil fires, the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill, were all supposed to end 
life as we know it, according to assorted 
environmental wackos The proof of 
how wrong they've been is, for them, 
painfully obvious. The earth is still here. 
And, even more to the wackos' dismay, 
I'm still here, and still having fun. 
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“We need to get enraged. All women live 
in a combat zone. It’s called life.” 
— ANDREA DWORKIN AT A NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN RALLY 
IN MINNEAPOLIS, QUOTED IN 
MINNEAPOLIS STAR TRIBUNE 
Asked out much, Andrea? 


“Tam bankrupt — the U.N. is bankrupt. 
This is one of my greatest frustrations. 

I knock on the door of all the 
member states — please, we need 
your contribution — and I am 
not very successful.” 

— Boutros BouTros-GHALI, U.N. SECRETARY 
GENERAL, REUTERS 


Good! 


“[The Administration] has organized 
the second White House Conference on 
Character Building next month to do 
nothing for two days but talk about 
how to build character, President 
Clinton won't be there...” 

— AL KAMEN IN THE WASHINGTON POST 
Out getting new Astroturf? 


“Lam the only President who knew some- 
thing about agriculture when I got there.” 
— Bill CLINTON, IN IOWA, QUOTED IN THE 
Los ANGELES TIMES 
And all this time we thought cattle futures 
were Hillarys idea 


We dont want to take 25 years of 
meaningful environmental and public 
health protection and kill it and stuff it 

and put it on the wall as a trophy.” 

— AL GORE, ON REPUBLICAN REGULATION 
REFORM LEGISLATION, AP 
I think we ought to tone down this kind of 
violent rhetoric. | 





Richard Gephardt 
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“In New York City, this is the difference 
between a nice day like today and a mile of 
ice over your head.” 

— AL GORE, CONCEDING THAT SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH IS “INCOMPLETE,” ON GLOBAL TEM- 
PERATURE VARIATIONS, AP 
Wait a minute — global warming is going 
ro grow it mile of ice Over our heads? 


“She's B-A-A-CK.” 
— T-SHIRTS PRINTED BY HILLARY CLINTON'S STAFF 
UPON HER RETURN FROM SOUTH ASIA, REUTERS 
And these are her supporters. 


“There ts a personal threat here to our per- 
sonal lives and liberties, to reproductive 
rights and sexual orientation.” 

— MARSHALL REESE, WHO CREATED 
CONTRACT WITH AMERICA UNDERPANTS, ON 
THE CONTRACT WITH AMERICA, AP 
Send this guy a Hillary T-shirt. 


“Terrorists can be redeemed, and over histo- 
ry some of them have been,” 

— PHILIP WILCOX, STATE DEPARTMENT 
COORDINATOR FOR COUNTER-TERRORISM, 
REJECTING FORMER BRITISH PRIME MINISTER 
MARGARET THATCHER'S COMPARISON OF 
SINN FEIN LEADER GERRY ADAMS, WHO 
WAS INVITED TO THE WHITE HOUSE py 
PRESIDENT CLINTON, TO THE OKLAHOMA 
CITY BOMBERS, REUTERS 
Name one. 


“CBS Sunday anchor John Roberts .., 
rushed on the air so quickly he never made 
it to makeup. Neither did ABC’s Peter 
Jennings, whose hair and tie were a bit 
askew during his hours of live coverage.” 
— PETER JOHNSON IN “TV MOBILIZES FOR 
OKLAHOMA BLAST,” IN USA TODAY 
Now thats heroism. 





| Barney Frank 
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Al Gore 


“It's Robin Hood in reverse ... Take from 
the kids. Take from education, Take from 
protecting our water. Take from all the 
programs that actually help hard-working 
middle-income American families. And 


. i . : | yi 
- give it to the wealthiest in the country. 


— AL GORE, ON REPUBLICAN TAX CUTS, QUOTED 
IN THE SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 
Sounds like an angry white guy. 


“What you have now is who can screw 
mothers and their children more. It’s like, 
I can do it harder than you.” 

— MICHAEL KENNEDY, SON OF RFK, ON 
REPUBLICAN REFORM PROPOSALS, QUOTED IN THE 
BOSTON HERALD, MICHAEL IS REPORTEDLY CON- 
SIDERING RUNNING FOR CONGRESS AFTER COM- 
PLETING AN ALCOHOL TREATMENT PROGRAM. 
Obviously a true Kennedy. 


“The difference is we're reasonable, 
They're not. All you have to do to define 
yourself as a Democrat is be reasonable.” 

— Mario CUOMO, ON THE DIFFERENCES 

BETWEEN DEMOCRATS AND REPUBLICANS, AP 
If you can pause a moment from accusing 
Republicans of starving children 


“I don't think we ought to cut Medicare 
and Social Security. I don't chink we 
ought to cur student loans and school 
lunches. I really don't think we ought 
to eat our seed corn.” 

— REP. RICHARD GEPHARDT (D, MO), AP 
fs it in the school lunch program? 


“Do we just have Calcutta, and have kids 
on the corner begging for a quarter?” 
— SEN. CAROL MOSELEY-BRAUN (D, IL), on 

REPUBLICAN WELFARE REFORM, AP 
Perhaps Congressman Gephardt will share 
his seed corn. 
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Carol Moseley-Braun 


“In che Bible, whose rhythms Bill Clinton has 
known since childhood, the standard period 
of Hood and wandering is 40 days and 40 
nights. The President has now endured more 
than twice thar penance and emerged from 
the Republican Congress's first 100 days if 
not on dry land, at least in sight of a shoreline 
with something of a compass intact.” 

— TODD PURDUM IN THE New York TIMES 
Rainbow courtesy of The New York Times. 


[They are going to be in] Stanford, 
Berkeley or San Quentin, or some place in 
between ... They are going to be in 
prison, they are going to be in university, 
they are going ro be in some place in 
between. Whether they are or not is a part 
of what we do and how we behave.” 

— BILL CLINTON, CRITICIZING REPUBLICAN 
WELFARE REFORM, REUTERS 
Mr. President, permit me to point out that 
whether people go to prison or a university de- 
pends on what they do and how they behave 


“The truth of the matter is that the so- 
called Contract is pretty much of a flop 
And just like a bad play in the theater, a 
bomb is a bomb. You can punch up the 
dance numbers, spice up the dialogue and 
gussy up the costumes a little bic, but in 
the end a flawed script will flop and noth- 
ing on God's green earth will save it.” 
— SEN. ROBERT BYRD (D, WV), ON CNN's 
“INSIDE POLITICS” 
Just what the Democrats need — a theater critic. 


“Like India rubber men, you can twist 
them and bend them into any shape.” 
— Rep. BARNEY FRANK (D, MA), ON 
REPUBLICANS “BEING MANIPULATED” BY NEWT 
GINGRICH, QUOTED IN THE WASHINGTON POST 
Spoken by a man who knows his rubber 





Mario Cuomo 


SOLOS COA, Kady 





“[Republicans] are so cowed you can ~ 
almost hear them moo.” 
— Rer LLOYD DocGETT (D, TX), EXPLAINING 
REPUBLICAN UNITY, AP 
Hmm. An expert on bull. 


“Even for those who believe that Americans 
need a dose of fiscal discipline and boor- 
strap ambition, Mr. Gingrich seems 
extreme because the nation he would create 
would be pinched, unfair and punitive.” 
— New YORK TIMES EDITORIAL 
[ve seen Mr. Newt accused of many 


things... but pinching? 


“Based on a Darwinian vision of America, 
the Contract is a package of reactionary 
legislation that tramples on Constitutional 
rights, consumer safety protections, and 
health and environmental safeguards while 
handing fat tax breaks to big businesses and 
the wealthy at the expense of programs for 
the disabled, hungry and the poor.” 

— SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE EDITORIAL 
These people are starting to scare themselves. 


“Want some candy? Come here, let 
me give you some. And, by the way, 
don't forget ro vote for me.” 

— DALLAS MORNING NEWS EDITORIAL, 
ON REPUBLICAN TAX CUTS 
No ones giving voters “candy” — its 
their money! 


“I think the coverage of the 
new Republican leadership has been 
extremely positive,” 

— CAROLE SIMPSON, ABC ANCHOR, ON 
ABC NEws’s ELECTRONIC BULLETIN BOARD 
ON AMERICA ONLINE, QUOTED IN BRENT 
BOZELL'S SYNDICATED COLUMN 


Yeah, Carole, but on what planet? 





“Gary Hart 


POLONI aC NEM de 


VAL. 
Bill Clinton 


“On tax cuts, Newt Gingrich is proving to 


be a man of his word. Unfortunately.” 
— PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER EDITORIAL 


On tax cuts, you prefer someone who proved 


not to be a man of his word? 


“Friends indicate that he would be interested 


in running only if he could use an election 
campaign as a forum for challenging the 
Democratic Party to updare its message.” 
— U.S. News & WORLD REPORT ON “SUPPORTERS” 
URGING GARY HART TO RUN FOR THE SENATE 


Update its message? How about finding one? 


“We have pretty well bottomed out in 
terms of the seats we'll lose. I don’t see 
any rush for the door.” 

— Rer MARTIN FROST (D, TX), DCCC CHAIR, 
PREDICTING A DEMOCRATIC “COMEBACK” NEXT 
YEAR, IN THE WASHINGTON TIMES 
“Bottomed out’? Perhaps this is what attracts 
Mr, Hartpence. 


“Limbaugh has identified himself as an 
entertainer. He is especially prone to do 
this after spreading some large, ugly, hairy 
rumor that turns out to be totally untrue.” 
— MOLLY IVINS, COLUMNIST, CRITICIZING MY 
APPEARANCE ON “THIS WEEK WiTH Davip 
BRINKLEY IN “How pip LIMBAUGH GET A 
CHAIR AT JOURNALISM'S TV ROUNDTABLE?” 
FORT WORTH STAR- TELEGRAM 
But Ms. Ivins, I've rarely mentioned you, 


“There's something to be said for Limbaugh, 
bur not in thar role, on these shows, The 
jugglers have invaded the cathedral.” 

— STEVEN D, STARK, NATIONAL PUBLIC RADIO COM- 
MENTATOR IN “THE Loss Of STANDARDS: MURROW 
MEET LIMBAUGH,” IN THE Los ANGELES TIMES 
Cathedral? Sir, this is natures way of telling 
you youre taking yourself way too seriously 
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The Medicare Battle 


he fight over Medicare will be 
“school lunch times ten,” warns 
Clinton pollster Stanley Green- 
berg. Be prepared, my friends. Since the 

Democrats’ passion for eating tray lunches 

at assorted elementary school cafeterias has 

now mysteriously waned, watch for the 
next version of the perennial war cry: 

“Republicans slash aid to the vulnerable to 

give tax cuts to the rich!” 

Mark my words. You are about to see an 
embarrassment of liberal politi- 
cians at nursing homes and hospi- 
tals, conspicuously demonstrating 
their compassion for old people ... 
while railing about the 
Republicans snatching medicine 
out of their mouths and throwing 
them, destitute, into the street. 

All this is totally predictable. 

As I have said many times, 

the Democratic Party does not 

have a strategy. The Democratic 

Party does not have policies or 

ideas to attract voters. All 

the Democratic Party has is an 

accusation: Evil Republicans steal 

from the defenseless poor and give 

to the greedy rich. It is an absurd 

lie that Democrats desperately 

need to make stick; it is their only 

viable plan for 1996. 

So be prepared to have your pants scared 
off in the coming weeks. You will hear dire 
predictions of old people forced to choose 
between medicine and food; old people, 
sick and languishing, unable to afford a 
doctor. Make no mistake: Medicare is a 
crucial symbolic skirmish in the titanic 
budget battle — which promises to be one 
of the most savage political contests in 
recent memory. As such, let us begin with 
some facts, 

* Medicare, the government-run health 
insurance system for 32 million sea- 
soned citizens and 4 million disabled 
people, will consume 11.5 percent of 
the federal budget this year. According 
to the Congressional Budget Office, that 
will rise to 12.1 percent in 1996, 

* Though private-sector health care spend- 
ing is now growing by only 2 to 4 per- 
cent a year, Medicare costs are rising by 
10.5 percent a year — more than dou- 
ble the rate of inflation. 


* This year, Medicare patients will pay 
$46.10 a month in premiums with a 
deductible of $100. But they will receive 
benefits averaging almost $2,400 — an 
unsustainable gap of over $1800 per 
enrollee per year. 

* The Clinton Administration predicts 
Medicare, the fourth-largest program in 
the budger, will grow by 66 percent over 
the next five years — faster than the fed- 
eral budget as a whole, and faster than 


Though the President 


declared: “The status quo 


is not an option,” and 
“I will not walk away 
from this issue,” he is 


preserving the status quo, 


and walking away 
from the issue. 


Americas economy. 

* The Medicare Trust Fund will go bank- 
rupt in 2002. Thar chilling news comes 
not from the Republican National 
Committee, not from GOPAC, but from 
Medicare’s trustees — among them 
Clinton's own Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, Secretary of Labor, 
and Secretary of Treasury. The April 3 
report concludes that if nothing is done, 
benefits must be cut by 30 percent or 
taxes raised by 44 percent. And even 
with that kind of huge “fix,” the system 
would collapse again in 2020. 

So despite the immense political 
risk — akin to diving for a live grenade 
— Republicans have opred to face 
this challenge. But such willingness 
(“che courage to be relevant," as Mr. 
Newt puts it) wins Republicans no 
points. “It says in che biggest possible 
way,” charges Stan Greenberg, that “your 
priorities are wrong, you're starting 
in the wrong place.” Of course, to this 
bunch, any place you start to slow 


the rate of federal growth would be 
the wrong place. 

The hypocrisy is all the more remark- 
able because Democrats agree the program 
is in deep trouble, Medicare “is nor long 
for this world,” admits Sen. Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan (D, NY). So what does the 
Administration plan to do about it? 
Nothing. Nada. Zero, Zilch, Last year, 
Clinton's Health Security Act proposed 
$118 billion in Medicare cuts. This year, 

in his January State of the Union 
Show, President Clinton vowed to 
‘protect’ Medicare. Of course, not 
once during his 82-minute verbal 
marathon did he explain how; nor 
does his 1996 budger offer any 
plan to do so. “The Republicans 
are in the leadership in the 
“Congress,” insists White House 
Chief of Staff Leon Panetta, 
eschewing all semblance of respon- 
sibility. “It’s a buzz saw the Dem- 
Ocrats cant wait for them to hir,” 

crows a Washington Post editorial, 
Though the President declared: 
“The status quo is not an option,” 
and “I will not walk away from 
this issue,” he is preserving the sta- 
tus quo, and walking away from 
the issue. He has rejected the Republicans’ 
overtures to meet together to come up 
with a plan to reform the Medicare system. 
When Rep. Dick Zimmer (R, NJ) said: 
We really have to try to figure our how 
we can work together” on Medicare, com- 
paring the White House-Congressional 
relationship on the issue to a marriage 
with a communication problem, Donna 
Shalala responded: “No. We're going to ger 


a divorce.” 


| ine. As Mr. Newt says: “We're going 

to save Medicare, with or without 

the President ... [Even] if he refuses 

to lead, we are not going to back off.” Asa 
relevant leader, Mr. Newt went on offense. 
First, he fired off a letter to President 
Clinton urging thar che Administration 


submit its own Medicare reform plan. He 
cited the trustee's conclusion that 


Medicare reform be “a distinct legislative 


(RCO get | 
initiative, independent of other health 
reform initiatives. He also put Clinton on 


the defensive by pointing out chat 
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"Medicare bankruptcy has often been 
postponed by tax increases ... Does the 
Administration recommend tax increases?” 
A proposition, no doubr, that has nor 
entered their heads. (Though Democrats 
in Congress have raised Medicare levies 23 
times in 29 years!) 


econd, Mr. Newt explained char, 

despite the drumbeat of Democrat 

charges to the contrary, the 
Republican Medicare reform plan would 
not be used to “pay for” tax cuts. “Every 
penny saved in Medicare should go to 
Medicare. It should nor be entangled in 
the budget debate,” he stated in a speech 
before the Seniors Coa- 
liton. “We believe char 
on its own terms that 
Medicare can be pre- 





served, it can be pro- 200 

tected, and it can 3 

be improved.” o 150 
Third, Mr. Newt O 

says that retirees o 100 

would be allowed S 

to either stay in the e, 50 

Medicare program, = 

or voluntarily enroll | 0 

in other health care 

plans — such as med- -50 


ical savings accounts, 
HMOs or private insur- 
ance programs, Those 
who choose less expen- 
sive programs would be allowed to keep 
a portion of the savings. Imagine that: 
freedom of choice! 

With all the conventional liberal 
wisdom that’s fit to print, The New 
York Times editorialized: “[Gingrich's] 


1995 +- 


plan has no chance of working and, if 


really carried out, would make the 
Republicans’ deficit reduction program 
harsh beyond bearing.” 

The fact is, with tax cuts, Medicare 
is going bankrupt, Without tax cuts, 
Medicare is still going bankrupt. With 
a balanced budget, Medicare is 
going bankrupt, Without a balanced 
budget, Medicare is still going bankrupr. 
Folks, we don't have the money; the 
system is hemorrhaging cash. | 

Every few years since Lyndon 
Johnson rammed Medicare through 
a Democratic Congress in 1965, the 
program has been in danger of collapsing, 
Time after time taxes are raised and 
price controls are tightened, but rhe 
system just keeps lurching toward 


MEDICARE GOING BROKE 


Souscr: Tit 1995 Area frost oF mi Boano of Testi OF Tht Finora Hist bennic 


insolvency. And it’s not hard to figure 
out why: 


Payment = [{RVUws x GPClwa} + 
{RVUpes x GPClpea} + {RVUms x 
GPCIma}] x CF 


That's the formula our government uses 
to decide how to reimburse doctors in the 
Medicare system. Folks, I'm not making 
this up. 

Typical federal gobbledygook. The 
bottom line is that chis is nothing but 
government-imposed price controls; 
no wonder costs continue to soar 
and fraud is endemic throughout the 
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system. That's what always happens 
when the government tries to determine 
prices; it's axiomatic. The wonder of it 
is that all in Washington — even liberals 
— concede that there are billions of 
dollars in Medicare fraud every year. 

Case in point: on May 3 Geoffrey S. 
Bradley, an executive of a Tennessee-based 
medical supply company, pleaded guilty to 
bilking Medicare out of millions in bogus 
claims. The multimillion-dollar scam cov- 
ered six states, with the fraudulent billing 
in Massachusetts alone topping $4.4 mil- 
lion. In one instance, Bradley billed the 
government for $2,790 in surgical dress- 
ings when, according to federal prosecu- 
tors, the patient had used just $19.22 
worth of bandages. 

This is socialized medicine in all its 
glory — where government bureaucrats 
decide who is eligible, what services can be 
provided, which doctors can provide ser- 
vices, what regulations they must follow, 
how much they can be paid for their ser- 
vices, what paperwork they must fill out in 





2000: 





order to be reimbursed, how much par- 
ients must contribute, and how much the 
rest of us must be taxed to pay for the 
mess. With such an enormous pot of ready 
cash — and all the attendant power that 
provides — small wonder that so many are 
trying to get their piece of the action. 

This is what liberalism has wrought. 
This ts the system Democrats created, 
and it is unconscionable that they now 
refuse to lift a finger to help reform it. 
Bur not surprising. The truth is, this 
is an enormous opportunity for the 
advancement of conservative reform. 
Despite the cacophony of charges from the 
left that Republicans are going to steal 
Granny's medicine 
and stuff their rich 
friends’ pockets as 
Gramps grows sicker 
by the day, the GOP 
will not “slash” 
Medicare. Repub- 
licans are simply try- 
ing to slow the rate 
of growth from 10.5 
percent a year to / 
or 8 percent a year. 
This is not the apoc- 
alypse, friends. 

I realize chat it is 
impossible for liber- 
als to understand 
that a seven percent 
increase is not a cut. 
As we saw during the school lunch debate, 
there is some sort of ideological defect 
which precludes chose on the left from 
accepting this elementary mathematical 
concept. Still, as ordinary citizens see for 
themselves that they are not lying unmed- 
icated on the street, that a reformed system 
with cost-saving incentives built in 
can actually provide seasoned citizens 
with more medical choices, more 
control, and can make the program 
more efficient, more user-friendly 
and more reliable, we will be able to 
nuke the left’s intellectually dishonest 
accusation once and for all. 

And when we do, the Democratic 
Party's strategic arsenal will be utterly 
empry. They will cry, “Republicans 
are starving babies! Republicans are 
throwing old folks into the street!” and 
the sole response will be a collective 
national yawn, 

So this is the battle, my friends. Much ts 
riding on it, and much will be gained for 


the nation when it is won. a 
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Continued from page 4 | 


up to him. He cradled the 44-pound boy in his arms, and 
carried him up and out of the hole, dashing with his 
patient through the rubble to find an ambulance. Within 
moments, the child was 
whisked from him and 
rushed ro the hospital. 

A week later, McKnighe 
recognized the little 
boy, called Christopher, 
shown in a hospital bed 
on a television news story, 
and phoned Children’s 
Hospital. As the child 
recovered, a reunion was 
arranged. “You're a hero 
to us, Phuong Nguyen, the 
boys mother, and Thu 
Nguyen, his father told 
McKnight as they tearfully 
embraced. “I dont consider 
myself a hero,” replied the 
300-pound driver. “I was 
just a small person that 
helped rescue Christopher, 
but thank God I was part of 
it. He spoke quietly of the 5-year-old he had carried in his arms 
from the ruined building. “I will always, always remember 
Christopher's face.” 


y friends, this is just a minuscule sample of good 
people in action in Oklahoma City. But note one thing. 
These people did not need to wait for government 
to tell them what they should do. They did nor wait 
for the bureaucratic wheels to turn to show them the 
way to behave, or how to rescue their neighbors. 
There were no orders from Congress, no direction from 
Washington, D.C., no government program or policy or form 
to fill our to guide them in the proper response. Without any 
government advice at all, they did what had to be done. 
And without any national mandate, thousands upon thousands 
of Americans from all over the country sent prayers and food 
and supplies and financial support. 

The media covering the blast seemed continually surprised 
and a bit bewildered and puzzled by the character of the people 
they found in Oklahoma City. There were constant mentions 
of how friendly, caring, selfless, dedicated and resourceful the 
citizens of Oklahoma City were. Normally cynical eastern 
reporters kept using the word “special” to describe the people 
they reported on. One anchor noted the large number of church- 
es in the city, and that these were “people of faith.” Church 





THE GOOD PEOPLE OF OKLAHOMA CITY DID NOT 
WALE ROR BUREAUCRATIC WHEELS TO TURN TO SHOW 
THEM HOW TO RESCUE THEIR NEIGHBORS. THERE WERE 

NO ORDERS FROM CONGRESS, NO GOVERNMENT iie boy. All are Americans, 
POLICY TO GUIDE THEM IN THE PROPER RESPONSE. 
WITHOUT ANY FEDERAL ADVICE AT ALL, THEY DID 

WHAT HAD TO BE DONE. 


services, with actual mentions of the name of God, and actual 
prayers, were shown without sardonic editorial comment, on 
network television. For the moment, all dire reports of the dread- 
ed “religious right” were quelled. 

And there is something else. There were no divisions among 
those who wanted to lend assistance, no priority other than to aid 
their fellow citizens. Americans of every age, every race, every 
creed, every class, were among the hundreds of the truly best and 
the brightest who rushed to help. 

There was no mention in any news story of the 
Anderson family’s concern about the race, ethnicity, or 
class of the woman who received Rebecca’s kidney. There 
was no mention of the Cordova family's concern of the 
race, ethnicity, or class of the woman who donated the 
kidney that saved Stella's life. There was no mention in any 
news story that Richard McKnight gave a moments thought 
to where Christopher’s 
family, immigrants from 
Vietnam, might have come 
from, or to their income 
level or social status. 
And no mention in any 
news story that the 
Nguyen family had any 
concern about the race, 
creed, or class of the 

who saved their 
and this is how the 
country works, 

Friends | am not trying 
to claim thar there are 
not tensions among citizens, 
or that we live in some sort 
of utopia, But I am claim- 
ing that every day, the 
kind of interaction | 
have described, and the 
interrelationships among ordinary people, are in fact — despite 
what the left would have you believe — utterly the norm in this 
country. It is the way we are. 

The Founders conceived a profound phrase to capture 
the essence of this, and it is so central to our identity 
that it is stamped on every coin: E pluribus unum. Out of 
many, one. 

We are a great and good country, of great and good people. 
We Americans are one nation, under God. And we will nor 


be divided. 
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